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DESCRIPTION 



OF 



NUNEHAM-COURTENAY, 



IN THE 



COUNTY OF OXFORD. 



Culte Pianure, e delicati Colli, 

Cbiare Acque, ombrofe Ripe, e Prati molft; 

Amosto. 
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NUNEHAM-COURTENAY. 



At the general furvey this manor belonged to 
Richard de Curcy : afterwards to the family of 
Riparys, or Red vers. Mary, youngeft daugh- 
ter of Wm. de Red vers, Earl of Devon, (who, 
as well as his uncle William, was furnamed de 
Vernon,) married Robert de Courtenay, Baron 
of Okehampton, in 1214 — ^it is probable that 
by this marriage the manor of Nuneham paiTed 
into the family of Courtenay, and thence af- 
fumed the name of Nuneham- Courtenay. 

After themYucceeded the Pollards ; Sir John 
Pollard of Devon. From them it pafled to 
— Audley of the Court of Wards, called the' 
Rich Audley. 

From him to Robert Wright, Bifliop^ of 
Litchfield, whofe fon, Calvert Wright, fold it 
to John Robinfon of London, Merchant, (temp. 
01. Cromwell,) knighted in 1660, and made 
lieutenant of the Tower. 
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From the Robinfons it defcended to David 
Earl of Wemys, (who married Mary, daughter 
and coheir of Sir John Robinlbn, Baronet,) 
from whom it was purchafed in the year 1710, 
by Simon, flrft Lord Harcourt, Lord Chan- 
cellor of England* 



THE PAllK, 

In which are *^ fcenes worthy of the bold 
pencil of Rubens, or to be fubjefts for the 
tranquil funfliines of Claude le Loitain %'' 
contains twelve hundred acres 3 and frofn a 
drive that leads round the inner part of it, are 
views of the Wittenham hillsj of thofe of 
Buckinghamfhire, and the range of hills which 
rife above the vale of White Horfe : — the drive 
is alfo continued through the wood^ that falls 
with a lleep defcent towards the Thames, 
which flows at the foot of it, artd in this part 
the right hand bank is very abruptly and pic- 
turefquely broken by bold and fteep projec- 
tions. To the left, the river is fometimes feen 
betwe^ii the (lems of trees, and fometimes con- 
cealed by the intervening underwood, which, 
in one part, is kept low, in order to admit a 
view of the river, of the houfe, with the knoll 
upon which it is placed, and of the mafs of 

* Walpole's Anecdotes of Painteis. 

trees 
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tree|i tha,|.fo!nn its back-ground'*. On quit- 
ting the wood, there is a different view of the 
houfe and off the river, and the profpefl is ter- 
minated by Shotover hill— the drive then cir- 
cles round a grove, and paffes by the ancient 
Conduit of Carfax, of which the following ex- 
traft, from ^ MS. in the Bodleian Library, is a 
defcription. 

, This Conduit was erefted in the year 1610, 
l^y Otho Niebolfon, M. A. of Qhrift Church 5 
b^ was afterwards Treafurer to King James I. 

Thevbuilding is an exadl fqviare : the arms of 
the, Univerfity, City, and Founder are under 
the cprnice : at each corner above it are placed 
as many fun- dials, and between each are carved 
xn open -work the initials of the Founder's 
name, ivith a fun, and mermaids, holding niir- 
xorfi 4il4 CQinbs. From the angles of the bafe 
jQpring. .four .arches, u^hich, uniting at the top^ 
fupport a fmall p£iagon ; beneath it is a cif- 
tern,^ above which is Q. Maud riding upon an 
ox over a ford, in allufion to tlie name of Ox- 
ford : the water being conveyed into the cif- * 
tern through the ox, from it proceeds a pipe, 
wliichruns vyine upon extraordinary occafions. 
Abqve the fopt of each arch, is one of the fup- 

•'•'••■ ... 

** A little farther to tlic left a path leads to two pifturefque 
cottages, fituated near the river, of which, and of the bold 
woody bank that rifes above it, the bridge commands an ad- 
f amageoot view. 

B 3 '^'^Xkv^ 
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porters of th^ arms of England^ viz. the Ante- 
lope, ufed by K. Henry VIII. the Dragon by 
Q. Elizabeth, and the Lion and the Unicom : 
each holds a banner, with the qu^rterings of 
the royal arms. Between the fupporters are 
various ornaments, fuch as boys, obeliflcs, &c. 
Upon the outfide of the four arches, are the 
four cardinal virtues, and in each nich of the^ 
odagon is a (latue with a gilt crown and fcep- 
tre; they reprefent the feven Worthies, with 
our worthy K« James I. who made up the 
eighth, and are as follows : K. David, A]exan<^ 
der, Godfiroi de Bomllon, Arthuri Charlemagne^ 
lienor, Julius C«far. Each figure bears a 
Ihield^ containing his device, or coat of arms. 
Between the niches, are the figures of women 
upwards, and fcales of fi(h below, and beneadi 
them are placed interchangeably the royal 
badges of England, Scotland^ France, mid Ire* 
kmd. Above the cornice of the dome are 
fmaller figures reprefmiting the liberal fciences^ 
one of which is Orpheus, with his harp, and 
oth^r mufical inftruments. » On the top of the, 
building (tand two figures under a canopy, 
back to back, to reprefent Janus ; the one is of 
an old man holding a fhield, whereon is carved 
a bat with wings difplayed ; the other, of a 
young woman holding a fceptre. Above this 

is a vane, and over that a crofs. 

« 

N. B. The name of this building ia probably 

a cor- 
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a corruption of the French words^ quaire faees^ 
or of carrefoury from the iituation in wliich it 
was placed, where &ur flreets met. It origi- 
nally flood at the end of the High Street, Ox» 
ford, and haying been taken down in the year 
7787; was prefentad by the Univerfity to Earl 
Harcourt, who caufed it to be removed to its 
prefcni fiuiation. 

On returning towards the houfe> in one par^ 
ticular ijpot^ Oxford is fe^i to more advantage^ 
than from any other part of the drive-^ho 
poii»t pf view is, whei^ the ground £dls ab- 
ruptly towards a large groupe of trees, in a 
hollow bottotn^ whofe tops uniting, form a 
bvoqd bafe to the town, and give it an artificial 
elevation. The immediate approach to the 
houle being on a defcent, has no other beauty, 
than what it derives from three groupes of 
large fpreading elms, which being conneded 
by fide-fkreens of trees, with the wings of the 
building, every diftant objed is excluded, and 
from that circumftance, the rich and extenfive 
proiped, from the apartments in the back fronts 
appears more ilriking. 



THE HOUSE. 

> Entering a veflibule, pmamentied widi'Dorie 
columns, and cafts of flatues from the antique, 
you afoend by an oval geometrical flatrcaie ta 

B 4. "TLiaz^ 
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THE SALON. 

30 by 16, and 18 feet 6 high. 

Over one chimney^ Sdanna and the Elders^ 
by Annibale Caracci. 

Over the other. Beggar Boys by Murillio ; it; 
came from Penfliurft. 

The following eight heads hang on either 
fide of the door. 

On the right, William, fifth Lord Paget, by 
Sir Peter Lely. 

Under it, Philip Due de Vendome (grand 
Prieur an. 1710) : this fine portrait was a pre-* 
Tent from the Hon. Horace Walpole. . 

The Lady Anne Finch, daughter of Thomas, 
firft Earl of Winchelfea, fecond wife of Sir 
William Waller, the Parliament General; by 
Vandyk, or old Stone. 

. Under it, George Simon Harcourt, Vifcount 
Nuneham, at the age of 17, by Beynolds.^ — ^The 
tranfparent colouring of this head can fcarcely 
be furpaffed. 

On the left, a head of one of the Harcourt 
family, a prefent from Mr. Harcourt Powell. 

Under it, Elizabeth Vernon, wife to Henry 
Earl of Southampton, by Cornelius Janfen. It 
jpame from Stoke Poggis, and was a prefent 
from the Lady Charlotte Finch, daughter of 
the Earl of Pomfr^ : it is lettered at the back, 

in 
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in the hand- writing of her grand daughter, the' 
celebrated Rachel Lady Ruflel. 

Mrs. Siddons^ the celebrated Tragedian, in 
the charafter of Ifabella in the Fatal Marriage ; 
by Hamilton. - 

Under it, Nathaniel Lord Crewe, (afterwards. 
Biihop of Durham,) when young, by Lely. 
One of the beft works of that mafler. 
• At one end of the room. Queen Henrietta 
Maria, by Vandyk. Under it, the Nativity, 
by Pietro da Pietri. 

At the other end, the Lady Mary Tufton, 
daughter of John, fecond Earl of Thanet, fe- 
cond wife to Sir William Walter, Bart, of Sa- 
refden, in Oxfordfhire ; by Lely. 

Under it^ Simon firft Earl Harcourt,'by Rey- 
nolds. 

Over the centre door, a Nyrnph with Cupidsy 
reprefenting Night, by Valerio Caftelli. 

Over the other two, Aubrey Vere, twentieth 
and laft Earl of Oxford of that houfe, by Wal- 
ker. 

Baron Rhynwick, by Porbus, 



THE ANTE ROOM, 

24- by 15, and 18 feet 6 high. 

Over tlie chimnqy, Louis XIV. by Mignard: 
under it the three following piftures ; the rec- 
tory at Naneham, by Mr, Cowdaw^^NA'^'a^- 

B 5 \8CSA' 



land. On either fide of it^ a Moniing and an 
Evening, by Bathbone. 

Over the arches, two Landfcapes with fi- 
gures, by Paul Brill. 

Within the left recefs, a Landfcape with 
figures, by Swanvelt. Over it, a Landfcape, 
by Karel du Jardin. On either fide, and under 
it, views of the Parifh Church, and of the Por-> 
tcr*s lodge, at Stanton Harcourt, by Rath- 
bone. 

The right recefs, a Landfcape, by Gafparo 
Pouflin : the fame fubjeft, upon a larger fcale, 
is in the King's colle&ion. Over it, a Herdf- 
nian with cattle, by Karel du Jardin, from the 
colleflion of Mr. Bagnol. On either fide, and 
below it, views of the domeftic Chapel, and of 
the ancient Kitchen, at Stanton Harcourt, by 
Bathbone. 

At one end, King William, with feveral at- 
tendants, hunting ; by Wotton. Below it the 
three following piftures — a fmall and very fine 
head of Sir William Waller, the Parliament 
General, fon of Sir Thomas Waller, Conftable 
of Dover Caftle, and Margaret daughter of 
Sampfon Lennard Lord Dacre, by Walker : it 
has been engraved by Milton, for Sir Wil- 
liam's Vindication, written by himfelf, and firft 

publifhed in the year 1793. ^^ ^^® ^^^^ ^^ 
this portrait is affixed a copy of his admirable 
letter to Sir Balph (afterwards Lord) Hopton> 
written before the battle of Lanfdown. 
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Sir, 1643. . 

The exp^ience I have had of yojor worth, 
and the happinefle I have enjoyed in your 
friend(hip, are wounding coniiderations to me, 
when I look upon this prefent diftance between 
us : certainly. Sir, my afie^lions to you are fi> 
unchangeable, that hoftilitie itfelf cannot vio« 
late my friendihip to your perfon ; but I muft 
be true to the caufe wherein I ferve. The old 
limitation of ufgue ad aras holdeth Aill ; and 
wher6 my confcience is interefled, all other 
obligations are fwallowed up. I fhould wait 
upon you according to your defire, btit that I 
look on you as engaged in that partie beyond 
the poilibilitie of retreat, and confequentlie in- 
capable of being wrought upon by anie perfua- 
iion; and I know the conference could never 
be fo clofe betwixt us, but that it would take 
wind, and receive a conftrufiion to my difho- 
nour. That great God, who is the fearcher of 
all hearts, knows, with what a fad fear I go 
upon this fervice, and with what a perfe6l hate 
I deteft a war without an enemie; but I look 
upon it as opus Domini, which is enough to 
filence all paifion in me. The God of peace 
fend us, in his good time, the bleffing of peace, 
and in the mean time fit us to receive it. We 
are both on the ftage, and muft slA thofe p^i^jts 
thkt are afligned ais iii this Tragedy ; but let 
us do it in the way of honour, and without 

B 6 ^^K5.- 



perfdnal animofitie : whatfoever the iflue of it 
bey I fhall never refign that dear title of 

Your moft aflfeftionate friend, 

and faithful fervant, 

William Waller* 



A Marine, by Mr. Cowden 5 a very fmall 
Landfcape, by Morknd : both of them prefents 
from the former. 

A Landfcape with cattle, by Rogman. 

Other end of the room, a ruined Bridge, with 
figures, by Crabetje. Under it the four fol- 
lowing pidlures : Chrifl driving the money- 
changers out of the Temple, by Baffan, from 
the colleftion of Dr. Peters. 

A beautiful Landfcape with figures, and a 
very fmall one with horfes, both by Morland, 
and prefents from Mr. Cowden. 

Over one door, Simon, only fon of Simon, 
firft Vifcount Harcourt, by Kneller. 

Over the other, Elizabeth Ijis wife, daughter 
of John Evelyn, Efq. of Wooton in Surry, by 
Dahl. 



THE CORRIDOR. 

Upper row, beginning from the left. Van- 
dermyn, painter to the Prince of Orange. 
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Upon the ftretching frame is the following in- 
fcription : " The face was done by her Royal 
Highnefs Anne Princefs of Orange, foon after 
her marriage, while the painter was attending 
at St. James's, to take the pictures of the faid 
Prince and Princefs, on that happy occafion. 
He parted with it juft before his death, which 
happened in February 1 741, to Mrs. Clare, of 
Soho Square, London. All but the face was 
done by himfelf. The Princefs was a good 
painter, and did it in great grace and conde- 
fcenfion." 

Lambert, the Parliament General, by Wal- 
ker; 

Richard Wefton, Earl of Portland, Lord' 
Treafurer in the reign of Charles L an old 
copy after Vandyk. 

The Duke of Schomberg, by Kneller. 

Philip, Elarl of Pembroke and Montgomery,, 
by old Stone after Vandyk. 

A head of one of the Harcourt family. 

Mr. Harley, (afterwards Earl of Oxford,) 
when Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, after 
Kneller. 

Lower row, beginning on the left, Anne of 
Denmark, Queen of King James I. 

Portrait of a lady, by Cornelius Janfen. 

Ditto of a gentleman, by the fame. 

Maurice Prince of Orange, by Mirevelt. 

Over one door, Jacob Hall, the celebrated 
rope-d^aeer. (See ies Memoires de Grammont.V 
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Over the other, Kent, the father of landfcape 
gardening ; by himfelf. 

THE LIBRARY. 

^2 (including the recefs) by 19, and 14 feet 

high. 

Mr. Rowe, by Kneller : it belonged to Ja- 
cob Tonfon, the bookfeller. 

On the left fide, beginning. from the chim- 
ney, Mr. Mafon, by Doughty, a difciple of 
Reynolds : a prefent from the firft named. 

Mr. Prior, by Dahl. 

Mr. Pope, by Kneller; the beft portrait o^ 
kim, and one of the beft works of that matter ; 
at the back of the pidure is tranfcribed the 
following letter to Simon, firft Vifeount Har- 
court, dated Auguft ii2, 1723, and fi^rft printed 
for this defcription of Nuneham. 

My Lord, 

It is a fatisfadion to me to tell your Lord- 
(hip, that I (hall not be any way difappointed 
of the honour you intend me, of filling a place 
in your library with my piflure. I came to 
town yefterday, and got admiffion to Sir God- 
frey Kneller, who aftured me the original was 
done for your Lordfhip, and that you, and no 
man but you, (hould have it. I faw the pic- 
ture there afterwards, and was told then by 
his man^ that you had fent, and put a feal upon 
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it; Give me leave, my Lord, with great fin<» 
cerity to thank you for fo obliging a thought, 
as^us to make me a fliarer in the memory, as 
I was iq the love of a perfon, who was juftly 
the deareft obje6k to you in the world : and 
thus to be authorized by you to be called his 
friend, after both of us {hall be du(l« I am 
ever, with all good wiflies to your Lordfhip 
and your family, (in which too I mud do my 
mother the juftice to join her,) 

My Lord, 

Your moft obliged, 

* 

and moft faithful fervant, 

A. Pope. 

Mr. Gray, by Vandergucht, after Wilfon. 

Mrs. Pritchard, the celebrated Adrefe, in 
Hermione in the Winter's Tale, by Pine. 

Mr. Whitehead, Poet liaureat, by Wilfon. 

Mr. Gongreve, when young, from the mi- 
mature in oil, at Strawberry Hill. 

Shakfpear in crayons, by old Vandergucht,. 
after the original in the late Duke of Chan- 
dos's pofleilion : the only authentic one. 

Mr. Evelyn, an old copy from Kneller^ a 
prefent firom Sir Frederick Evelyn, Bart« 

Lord Bacon. 

Spenfer. 

Under the arcb> a oaft in pkufter, of J. J. 
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Rouifeau, frooi the mould taken off bis face^ ' 
after he was dead ; a prefent from the Marquis • 
de Gerardin, at whofe feat at Ermenonville tia 
died. On the pedeftal is this infcription. 

Le peintre de la nature^ el Vbijlorten du cceur 

humain, 

Dryden, by Kneller. 

John Philips,, by Riley. 

Milton, by Vandergucht, from the original 
in the pofleffion of Lord Onflow ; at the back 
of which is the following infcription. 

" Tliis original piAure of Milton I bought 
in the year 1729 or 30, and paid %o guineas 
for it, of Mr. Cuniberbatch, a gentleman of 
very good confideration in Chefler, who was a 
relation, and executor of the will of Milton's 
laft wife, who died a little before that time. 
He told me it hung up in her chamber till her 
dea,th, and that (he ufed to fay her hulband 
gave it her, to (hew her what he was in his 
youth, being drawn when he was about %i\ 
ye^rs of age. Ar. Onflow."' 

Mr. Hawkins Brown (author of the poem 
de Animi Immortalitate) told me, 8th of 06to- 
ber 1753, t^^^ h® knew this Mrs. Milton, vi- 
fited her often, and well remembered this pic- 
ture hanging in her chamber, which flie faid 
was of her hulband. A. O. ; 
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Compare this pidure with that of Milton in 
his old age^ or the print of him by White. 

Within the reccfs, 

The Hon. Horace WaJpole, (in an oval,) 
after Ramfay, by Gogain. 

On the left fide, Ben Jonfon.. On the 
right, Charles Lord Halifax, after Kneller, by 
old Vandergucht. 

Over one door, Dean Swift, from the origi- 
nal in the pofleflSon of the Earl of Lanefbo- 
rough ; a prefent from Mr. Edward: Hamilton. 

Over the other, Cowley. 

On the left fide of the book-cafe, Francis 
Beaumont. On the right, Mr. Addifon, after 
Kneller, by old Vandeigucht. 



THE EATING ROOM. 

. ' ■ ■ i 

33 by 24, and i8 feet 6 high. 

TThe chimney piece was defigned by Stuart : 
over it, a pi3:ure .by Reynolds, of th& prefent 
Earl and Countefs (Elizabeth fecond daughter 
of George Venable^ Vernon, firft Lord Vernon) 
in the coronation robes, and of the Hon. Wil- 
liam Harcourt, youngeft fon^ in the uniform- of 
aide de camp to the King : richly and harmo- 
nioufly colotured. 1 

On the left fide, a Landfcape with a watbr« 
fall^ by Buyfdaal; the figures by Wouvermansi 
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Under it, a view of part of the Quay and Biiy 
of N^les, by Gafparo Occhiali* 

On the right. Dogs and dead Game, a capital 
Snyder. Under it, part of Ronie^ and the Ti- 
ber, by Ocdiial|« 

Over the left door, a portrait, by Vclafquei^; 
fine, and very, rare* 

. Over the other, a Boy with a vafe with flow* 
ers, an afp hanging to his finger, by Murillio $ 
a pr^fent from Dr. Jbnta, Bifhop of Kildare : 
from the colle£tion of Sir Paul Methuen. 

At the upper end of the room, the meeting 
of Ulyfles and Nauficaa ; capital, by Salvator 
Boik; a prefent from the late Duke de Har« 
court to the late Eairh 

On either fide. Ruins at Rome, &c. with fii 
gures, antique ilatues, vafes, &c. by Paolo Pa- 
nini : painted for the late Earl. 

Under thefe, a Hare and other dead Game> 
by Fytt, from the collection of Mr. Bagnol : 
very fine. 

The Amphitheatre at Rome, and the Tem- 
ple of Vefta at TivoH ; both of them by Oc-* 
chiali. . 

A Boy building a hoafe with cardij byt 
Chardin, from the coUeSion of Mr. Fauquier s 
it has been engrayed. 

A Landfcape with a decayed cottage, bf 
Decker ; one of the beft of that mafter. 

Ix)wer end, a very large Landfcape with cat- 
tle, by Rofa da Tiyoli : not in^ his ufual fiyl^. 

On 
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On either fide of it> Ruins at Rome^ 8cc, by 
Panini. 

Under thefe^ a Landfcape, by Swanvelt. 

Two Fruit pieces^ by Michael Angelo Cam* 
pidoglio ; very fine. 

A Landfcape, by Claude le Lorrain, 

.A Landfcape by Ruyfdaal: beautiful. 



THE OCTAGON DRAWING ROOM- 

30 by 24> and 18 feet 6 high. 

On one fide of the chimney, the Holy Fatni- 
!y, a celebrated picture of Barocci, known by 
the name of la Madonna coUa Gatta^ from the 
cat in one corner : it has been etched by him- 
felf, and was in the colle£iion of the Earl of 

* * 

Pomfret. 

Under it^ the Madonna and Child^ very beau* 
tiful) by Guide ; bought out of the Hotel de 
Hautefort at Paris. 

On the other fide^ the Nativity^ by Bron- 
ztno. 

Under it, St. John preaching in the wilder- 
nefs^ by Albano : from the coUedion of the 
Earl of Waldegrave. 

Mars^ Venus, and Cupids, verv capital; from 
the coUedion of Mr« Furnefe. t^ ^9* ^^^^^ 

Under it the three following piSures. 
A beautiful picture of Ruins^ with figures^^ 
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By Fiiippo Laura ; from the coUcftion of Dr. 
Mead. 

A Landfcape witli figures and cattle, by 
Bergen ; a prefcnt from Sir John Blaquiere, 
K.B. 

A Landfcape, by Taverner, equal to Pouflin, 
and very rare. A prefent from Mifs Fauquier. 

Oppofite end of the room. 

Mofes fweetening the waters of Meriba, by 
Pouffin ; the figures larger, and more highly 
coloured, than thofe of that mafter ufually 
are. 

Under it the three following pictures. 

Another pifture of Ruins, by the fame haiidT^ 
and from the fartie colle6lion as the former. 

A highly finiflied view on the Rhine, by 
Voflerman 5 very rare. 

- A fetting Sun, with a fliepherd and (heep, by 
Bamboccio. 

On either fide of the door the following fmall. 

pid^ures. 

Two views on the Rhine, by old Greffier. 

A Holy Family, in the ftyle of the old Ita- 

Kan mafters, by Rottenhamer : from the col- 

•leftiofl of Mr. Fauquier. ^ ' 

A moft lively and highly finiftied head of 

Sofonifba Angufciolo, by herfelfj extremely 

rare, and not to be farpaffed. 

Sides 
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Sides of the oppofite door. 

St. Cecilia lying dead, and two boy Angels^ 
exquiiitely painted by Dominichino, 

Chrift crowned with thorns, by AUefandrp 
Veronefe. 

Spring, with four Cupids, a beautiful pic- 
ture, by Filippo Laura; a prefent from Mr. 
Fauquier, 

The Trinity, painted on a gold ground, by 
Andrea del Sarto ; a prefent to the late Ear], 
from Mr. Knapton, the painter. 



THE GREAT DRAWING ROOM. 

49 by ^4, and i8 feet 6 high. 

The ceiling was defigned by Stuart, the 
chimney piece by Paul Sandby. 

At one end of the room, two large and fine 
Landfcapes, by Van Artois : the figures by 
Teniers. ^ 

» 

Under them the three following pictures. 

Maria, fecond daughter of Sir Edward Wal- 
pole, K. B. Countefs Dowager of Waldegrave, 
and Duchefs of Gloucefter, by lieynolds j it is 
worthy of Guido, and the fubje£t fuch as Gui- 
do would have chofen. 

A Landfcape with a cart overturning, by 
moon-ligbt; a capital pidure by Rubens, well 
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known by Bolfwaert's print, called la Charette 
embourb6e; from the coUeftion of le Comte 
de Gulche at Paris. 

A Landfcape with figures, by Both ; one of 
the beft piAures of that mafter. 

On one fide of the chimney, a mod capital 
pifture by Titian, of St. Margaret. It was in 
the coIleAion of King Charles I. and has been 
etched by Hugh Howard the painter. 

Under it' the three following pi£tufes. 

A fine Lahdfcape, by Nicola Pouifin, from 
the collection of Mr. Houlditch : it has been 
engraved by Vivares. 

A Landfcape with ruins, by Patel ; from the 
coUeAion of Monf. de la Live at Paris, which 
was compofed of the choicefl fpecimens he 
could procure, of the feveral mafters of the 
French fchooL 

A fine and bright Landfcape, by Gaiparo 
Pouiiin, the figures by Nicola. 

On the other fide of the chimney, 

A Landfcape with large figures, by Francef- 
co Bolognefe. 

Under it, a Landfcape with figures and cat- 
tle, by Cuyp ; from the coUe&ion of Lord 
Kingfland, at Dublin. 

A Landfcape with figures and cattle, by Ru- . 
bens and Van Uden. 

A Moon-light on the water, by Yander Neer. 

liower 
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Lower tnd of the room^ two other large 
Latidfcapes, by Van Artois; the figures in that 
iieareft the door by Teniers : all the four from 
the coIle£tion of Mr. Bagnol. 

Under thetn, the Holy Family, by le Sueur ; 
in his beft manner, and extremely fine. 

The embarkation of King Charles II. at 
Scheveling, an. 1660, with Englifli and Dutch 
yachts ; a capital Vander Veldt. 

Louis XIV. on horfeback, attended by feve- 
ral of his courtiers : the Prince de Cond6 is on 
a dark grey horfe, the Vifcolnte de Turenne 
on a dun one, between him and the King : by 
Vander Meulen. 



THE CORRIDOR. 

Williato de'Harcourt, Ktiight, fon of Robert 
ami tiabe), daughter and heir c^ Richard de 
Camville, who brought the manor of Stanloa 
into the Harcourt family : he adhered to King 
John in the Batons' wars, was at the fiege of 
Damietta in the Holy Land an. 1216, and go-& 
vemor of Tanvwdrth Caftle laig. He married, 
by appointment of the aforefaid King, Alice, 
ddeft daughter and coheir of Thomas Noel of 
Ellen Hall in the county of Stafford. From 
his ntionum^^ilt in the Cathedral of Worcefter. 

Maud, daughter of John Lord Grey of Ro* 
therfi^) by bis feconid wi(e, Aviop^ d8i;^1ster 
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and coheir of John Lord Mantiion, (which 
Maud^ with her two brothers, affumed the 
name and arms of their mother,) wife of Sir 
Thomas Harcourt, fon of Sir William and Jo- 
hanna, daughter of Richard Lord Grey of Cod- 
nar, obiit 17th of Richard II. From her mo- 
nument at Stanton Harcourt. 

Sir Robert Harcouft, fon of Sir Thomas and 
Joan, daughter of Sif Robert Francis. He was 
Sheriff of Leicefter and Warwickfhire 1445, 
Governor of Venion, &c. in Normandy 1446, 
and eledled high Steward of the Univerfity of 
Oxford the^fame year ; Knight of the Garter, 
third year of Edward IV. CommiflSoner with the 
Earl of Warwick and others for the treaty be- 
tween England and France 1467. Slain by the 
StafTords of thfe Lancaftrian party 1471. From 
his monument at Stanton Harcourt. 

Michael, fon of Sir Walter Harcourt : he 
commanded one of his elder brother Robert's 
fhips, in Sir Waiter Raleigh's expedition againft 
Guiana. 

A very ancient head of King Henry VI. a 
prefent from Mrs* Wetenhall. 

Under it, a beautiful coloured drawing of 
the Re6iory at Nuneham^ by Mifs Fanihawe, 
and a groupe of children^ by Mifs Catharine 
Fanfhawe. Infantine grace and ruftic (implici- 
ty were never more happily exprefled^ than in 
this drawing. 

Margaret^ daughter of Sir John Byron^ and 

widow 
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wido^ of Sir William Atberfton^ wife ta Sit 
Robert Harcourt, Knight of the Garter, as (he 
is reprefented upon her curious monument at 
Stanton Harcourt^ with the Garter, with its 
motto^ above the elbow of the left arm. Tliis 
is one of the only three known examples of fe* 
male fepidchral effigies^ decorated with the in- 
fignia of that Order: the other are tbde of 
Cdnftance, daughter of ^Jolitt Holland Duke of 
Exeter $ firft married to Thomas Mowbray 
Duke of Norfolk, and fecMdIy, to Sir Jc^n 
Grey, Knight jof the Garter, (temp. Hen. V.) 
on her moni^ment (now much defaced) in the 
Church of St. Qatharine near the tower, and 
of Alice, daughter of Thomas Chaucer, wife of 
William de la Pole Duke of Suffolk, in the 
Church of Ewelm in Oxfordfhire. On this 
Garter there is no motto^ though the monu* 
ment is in perfed prefervation. 

Robert Harcourt, Knight of the^ Bath 1495, 
and Banneret 1497^ grandfon of the former^ 
fon of Sir John, and Anne daughter of Sir 
John Norris. He was Standard-bearer to King 
Henry VII. at the battle of Bofworth. From 
his monument at Stanton Harcourt. 

Frederick, fecond fon of Sir Simon Har- 
court. 

. Under thefe, a coloured drawing of the houfe 
in which Jean Jacques Roufleau Eved at Me* 
tiers Travers. 

Ditto of his monument in > the gardens of 



£miftnoo>iIle ; a prei^nt firom the Marquis de 
Gerastlin. 

Buins of the great hall in the Archie^fcopal 
paTaoe at MayfieM in' Suflex. 

Ditto of Bodiam CaAle in the fame county; 
bjotth prcfentfl from Mrs. BL Hay : by Lambert. 

Tw<> oval drawings by Mr. Gilpin ',. prefents 
ttom him. 

The remains of the Caflle of St. Sauveur le 
Vicomte in Normandy^ one of the moft ancient 
poflefliions of the Harcourts in that province, 
and ftill poflefled by the ddeft branch of that 
fanf^ly, le Marquis de Harcourt. It was the 
feat of Geoftey de Harcourt, who made (o 
confpicuous a figure in the reign of King Exl-* 
ward 11 [. Drawn after nature, by the late 
Duke de Harcourt. 

Remains of the ancient palace of Woodflock, 
(which were pulled down by order of Sarah 
Puchefs of Marlborough,) by the Lady Eliza-* 
heth Spencer. 

A beautiful architeflural drawing of an an* 
cient chimney-piece in Windfor Caille, by 
Henry Compton, Efq. Page to her Majefty : a 
prefent from him. 

A head in. chalks of Sir Jofhua Reynolds, 
when a youth, by himfelf ; this curious draw- 
ing was a prefent from his niece, Mary Mar- 
chionefs of Thomond. 

A beautiful decoupure fhaded : by Mifa Eli- 
zabeth Fanihawe. 

THE 
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TM£ KING'S BEDCHAMBER. 

• i . ■ . - ^ , 

3Z feet 4 by ^o feet 6, and 14 feet 4 high* 

^ The chimney- {)lece was- defigtied by Stuart 
dver it, Simon firft Lord Hfarc6urt, Lord Chan- 
cellor, only fort of Sit Phil% by Keller. 

On either fide of tSie bed> the liing an<l 
Qiueen, by Huntti^mari, after Gairilfcfordugh r 
prefents from their Maj^flies. 

Oppofite the chittitYey, Rebecca, datightei* 
and heir of Charles Samborne le Bafs, of Pip- 
well Abbey, in the county bf Northfaniptoti, by 
Mary, daughter and coheir of Sii* Sattiuel 
Moyer, Bart, wife to^ Simon fii*ft' EatI Har- 
court, by Knapton. 

Frawces', daughter of Gcttffrey* Vefe, fburth 
fon of John Earl of Oxford, and fifter to Sif 
Fmticid, artd-' Hferrffcte Lord^ Veref of Tilbury* j* 
wife' to Robert HTatcdurt. 

dver the door. Sir Philip, eldeft fon of Sir 
Simon HarCourt, after a miniature by Kfrs. 
Bealev 

Low«r end> Simon, only fon of Sinion firft 
Lorid Harcourt, painted at Paris, by Ee Bel: 
it betenged to Mr» Prior, whb bequeathed it to 
Lord Harley. 

Under it, Anne, daughter of William fourth 
Lord Paget, wife lo Sir Sirtion Sarfeo^rb, mar- 
ried fecondly to Sir Williarai Walei^ tRe'P^^' 
liament General \ by Mrs. Beale* v.i:' - 

c :^ '^^'^^ 
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Mary, cldcft daughter of William Danby*, 
Efq, of Swinton in the county of York, wife 
to General the Hon. William Harcourt; by 
Opie, after Reynolds. 

The Ri^ht Hon. Sir Simon Harcourti eldeft 
fon of Robert : governor of Dublin 164%^ kill- 
ed at the fiege of. Carrickmain 1643 • * ^^Y 
fine and highly fini(hed portrait. 
. Over the door, Anne, daughter of Sir Wil- 
liam Waller, by the Lady Anne Finch> firft 
wife of Sir Philip Harcourt; after a miniature 
by Mrs. Beale. 

. On one fide of the chimney, Robert, eldeft 
fon of Sir Walter Harcourt, the principal ad- 
venturer with Sir Walter Raleigh in his voy- 
age to Guiana, for which expedition he built^ 
and fitted out at his own expence, three vef- 
fels, by which means (in addition to his cofily 
buildings at Ellen Hall com. Stafford) he dif- 
Upated a large fortune, and was reduced to fell 
that ancient poffedion, as w:ell as that of Whit- 
ham in ^erkfhiTe : both of which bad remain- 
ed in the family from the reign of King John. 

On the other fide, Simon firft Earl Harcourt,. 
in the royal robes, as Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
^nd ; the head by Hunter pf Dublin, the fi- 
gure by Doughty. 

Over iht doors between this and the next 
room, tw^ fpirited fketches of Animals, by 
Ottdrj^ 
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Tlffi QUEEN'S DRESSING-ROOM. 

Over the clihniiey^ a celebrated piece of 
needle work^ by Mary Queen of Scots, pre- 
ferved in Windfor Caftle, and prcfcnted by the 
King to Lord Harcourt 1805. '^^ Queen is 
repre(ented ftanding under a canopy, with a 
iword inr one hand^ and a balance in the other^ 
^the attributes of Juftice^) as fupplicating the 
Virgin, who appears in the clouds above, in 
favour of her infant fon. Near her is an alle- 
gorical figure of 'Wifdom, with her proper at- 
tribute, (a ferpent,) and below her King James, 
and another child, who is fuppofed to be an al- 
legorical repr^efentation of Innocence : oppofite 
to the Queen is Fortitude with her attribute, 
and in the back ground^ Envy with her fnakes. 

On a fcroU is infcribed, ^^ Sapientiam amavi, 
etobfequivi ajuventute,mea,** Sap. viii. 

This curious pifture remained in the Ward- 
robe, till Queen Anne ordered it to be framed, 
and hung up in the King's clofet, Windfor 
Caftle. 
' Extraa from a MS. in Windfor Caftle. 

On one fide. King James I. by Marc <3ar- 
rard. 

A Battle piece, by Wyck. 

Under it, Frances, daugbt^ of Sir Francis 



Poole, Bart, wife to Henry Temple Vifcount 
Palmerfton, in crayons, by Gardener. 

On the other fide, Lettioe, d^u^ter an4 co- 
heir of Henry, fon of Sir Francis KnoUis, 
K,night of the G^rt^r, wife to William fourth 
J-ord Paget, by Ms^ G^rr^rd. : . , 

A Lan^fwpep by SolQmpp |lyyfd^L ; ;; 

"jJnder H, Henri^tJa^ ikHigJitej: of WiUUiy 
Hay, Efq. of Glyi^bourn, Sw0ex„ ^y pt^^gley. - 

Ojppofite tb^ wi^^Wf MsLTy Qpeen of Scote^ 
in an isbony ffame^ with the following infcripy 
%ion in gilt kttci;s upoiji it, 

Mary Queen of Scots, and Dowager of 
France, set. aj. born Dec. 14. an. 1542^. mur- 
4^r^d F^b. 8^ 158;. 
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(he was^ prifp^er )fi (^ lo^e of I/h^ LeTne% 
in the pofleffipn of the Earl of Mortqn, in whpf^ 
family it has remained fince that time. 

On the right fide. Sir Francis WalfinghAm. 

A Marine, by Bonaventure Peters. 

A I*andfcape, by Ermels ; a prefent from Sir 
John Blaquiere, 

A« old Mari> h^ftij, by JU\j4t^rel. 

Over the door, George BuflTy Villiers, fourtii 
Earl of Jerfey, by Brompton. 
u; On the left, M<^bola» Pullar, a notedPnri- 
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tanical lawyer, who died in prifon, 1^619 : 1>y 
Marc Garrard* 

A Marine, by Bonaventure Peters. 

A Sea-ftomi, by 'Scott 5 a prefent from Hei* 
Royal Highnefs the Duchefs of Gloucefter. 

A beautiful head of a Cupid, in crayons, by 
M\(s Read ; a prefent from her. 

Oyer the door, Henrietta Jane Speed, wife 
to the Count de Viry, by Falconet. 

Oppofite the chimney, Ferdinand, Infant of 
Spain, and Cardinal, Governor of the Nether- 
lands, by Hunneman ; from the coUedtion of 
the Vifcountefs Galway. 

A Sea-port, with a ruined Tower; and Ruin% 
with a view of Rome in the diflance ; both of 
them by Tempefia da Genoa. 

Under thetii, a Woman on horfeback, at*- 
tended by feveral figures^ and various smimals, 
« pleating and well painted pi^ure, by Wat* 
isau* 

A Farm Yard, by MurilUo; from the collec- 
tion of Mr. fiagnd. 

Side of the window, a Nymph and Satyr, by 
Jordaens of Antwerp. 

A tilver Cenfer, a Medal, and a pearl Neck- 
lace, by Roeftraten. 

A Landfcape, by Wotton. 

Flemifti Peafants playing at ninepins ; fchool 
of Teniers : a prefent from Her Royal Highnefs 
the Princefs Aagufla. 

Left fide, Margaret, daoghter of Sir Wi!r 
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liam Waller^ by hh fir ft wife Jane^ daughter of 
Sir Kchard Raynal, of Ford, Devon ; wife to 
Sir William Courlenay of Powderham Caftle. 

Under it, Bacchus and Ariadne, after Guido^ 
by Ub fcholar, £iinon da Pefaro : a fine copy, 

THE KING'S DRESSING ROOM. 

Over the chimney, a Turkifh army on its 
inarch in Egypt, by Wyck. 

On the fide, Elizabeth, daughter of Simon 
Earl Harcourt, wife of Sir William Lee, Bart, 
of Hartwell, Bucks ; by Mifs Read. 

Mary le Pel, wife of John Baron Hervey of 
Ichworth, eldeft fon of John firft Earl of Briftol, 
^f that family ; painted at Paris, by la Tour. 

A very curious ancient pifture, of the Court 
of Wards and Liveries, with portraits of the 
Officers, Servants, and other perfons there af- 
fembled : the infcription on a piece of decayed 
paper at the back of it, is verbatim the fame as 
the latter part of the infcription at the bottom 
of the print engraved by Vertue j and the 
writer of it (whofe figuature is J. Fi(h) adds, 
*' I am told that this picture was engraved by 
Vertue." This, however, was a miftake, as the 
print was taken from a painting in water co- 
loiurs, in the pofleffion of the Duke of Rich- 
mond : from which circumflance it is highly 
probable, Uiat this is the original, as it is ufual 
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to copy in water colours from pictures in- oil } 

but rarely, if ever, are the latter copiedYfirom 

the former, « ^ 

A fmall head of Madame de M£unteD0i)> hf ' 

IMHgnard. 

Oppofite the window. 

Sarah Jennings, Duchefs of Marlborough, 
after Kneller; a prefent from her to the firtt 
Lord Harcourt. 

On one fide, the Cafcade of Temi, by Ori- 
zonti. 

On the other. Architecture, with figures, by 
Viviani. 

Lady Moyer, in the charaSer of St. Cathe- 
rine, by Mrs.; Beale. 

Sir Samuel Moyer, Bart, by Riley. 

Mr. Edward Hamilton, fon of the Hon. Hen- 
ry Hamilton, foil of Guftavus^ Vifcount Boyne ; 
by Hunter of Dublin. 

John, firft Earl Spencer, after Gainfboraugh. 

Oppofite the chimney, Noah and his family, 
with all. the different animals, preparing to en- 
ter the ark, by Imperiali. 

Under it, the Duphefs de Fontange, reclin^ 
ing upon a bank ;:a beautiful portrait, by Mig- 
nard ; very rare. 

On the left, Willianj Henry Duke of Glou- 
cefter, in.tj^p Giuter robes, by Opi^; fl( pr^^fent 
from the Duke. Under it, Greorgiana Poynt2 
Cpui^tefs Spencer, after Gainfborough. 

On the right, Elizabeth ^^w^x.^\ ^'v ^vn^ 

c 5 ^«s»sa^ 
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James I. VieStxtk Palatine, and Ghieen of B<>« 
hemia, by Hondthurft; a prefent frocn her to 
Sir Simon Harcourt. 

Under it, Lionel Cranfield Sackville, firft 
Duke of Dorfet, in the Garter robes, by Rey- 
nolds I a prefent from the Lady Cecilia John- 
flon. 

Tlie table was a prefent from the Prineefi 
Royal, upon her leaving England; it eonOBk 
of a b^iket of flowers drawn upon vellum, in 
Indian ink, covered with a plate glafs, and k 
9ecute4 wi^ much freeclom and tafte. 

Under thefe, Montague, by Jannet, a cu- 
rious anoient portrait. 

Two clear and beautiful Marines, with fi- 
gures, by ftfr. Cowden. 

Two capital and highly expreffive drawings^ 
from the ballad of the Children iii the woo<]^ 
by Mifs Catharine Fanfliawe. 

On one fide of the window^ Mr. Jc^fle, by 
Lely. 

Richard Grenville, (afterwards Earl Temple,) 
by Rofalba ; a legacy fix>m Anna Ghamber^ 
Countefs Temple, his wife. 

A drawing of ^ Pedlar Girl; by the Qu^eti. 

A heaed of Luther, in chalks, by Albert Durer. 
• Sif l^ilip Sydney, when a youth, painted 
tipdn fihrcir: a prefent froit^ Her Royal High- 
MfstheiPrino^fs Augafta. '^ 

Chrift, and St. John playiflg ivith a Iamb; 
Jb/je6l of Rubens, > -> 
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On the other fide, Giles, third Lord Chan- 
dos : it came from Wefton, (Mr. Sheldon's^) 
a prefent from Mr. Walpole. 

Portrait of a Man. 

Mr. Addifon, in crayons. 

Erafmus, after Holbein, by Lutterel. 

A Landfcape, by Wotton. 

Orer the door, Mr. Witham, by Cornelius 
Janfen. 



THE TAPESTRY ROOM, 

255 hy 19, and 15 feet high, was added in 
the year 1787, for the reception of the Sheldon 
Maps. This very curious tapeftry, of which 
Mr. Grough, in his Topographical Antiquities, 
gives the following defcription, came from 
Wefton in Warwickfhire, and was a prefent 
from the Hon. Horace Walpole. 

'* ^rhree large maps of Warwick, Oxford, 
and Worcefterfhire, near 80 feet fquare, by 
Francis and Richard Hicks : this firft of theiu 
has this infcription in capitals, adorned with 
bears. * Warwickfhire, fo named as well of 
the Saxons, as of us at this daye, it is divided 
in two parts by the river Avone ronninge 
through the mideft. The one is colled Feldon, 
the other Woodland. The moft memorable 
towns in the Feldons are, Lemington, taking 
the name of the river Leame^ ^\\^\^ ^^.^-^^x-nn^J^. 

c6 S.Tf^xsi^^' 
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fpnngetb. Icbinton and Harbury, betwene 
which two townes Fermandus, the fon of King^ 
OfTa, was (layn ; a man of fingular vertue, and 
buried in his father's palace^ called Ofchurch. 
The Woodland, being the north part and the 
greater, was by an auncient name called Ar-. 
den, which fignifieth a wood. In the middle 
of this region ftandeth Coventre, fo called of 
the Covente of Menkes, a citie in times paft 
populus and riche by the trade of clothing and 
making of cappes : near Coventre, oh the eaft 
part, is Caledon, the auncient feat of the Lorde 
Segrave, from whom it is defcended to the 
Barons of Barkley, by the Mowbraies, Dukes 
of Northfolke. Weft ward from Coventre ftand^ 
eth the caftle of Kenelworth^ compafled about 
with a great pool, firft buildid by Jeffrey Clin-? 
ton, Chamberlayne to Kinge Henre the Firft ; 
about V miles from thence ftandeth Warwicke, 
called by tb^ Brytaines Caer Guarvick, which 
lignifieth a place of defence, whear is a caftle 
of great force, builded by the Romanes. Wil- 
liam the Conqueror ordeyned xii Burgeffes in 
WarwicHe, to^ttende on him in his warres;. 
Near unto Warwicke, Is Guyes cliffe, a place 
of wonderful pleafure, whear Guye of War- 
wick^ builded a chapel, and was there buried. 
Read W. Camden, his difcription of Bri/ 

" At the* oppofite comer are the arms of 
England, fppported by a Lion and Griffin ; 
at another corner, the arms of Sheldon with 
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fix quarterings ; and at the fourth, the com- 
paiTes and fcale of miles, with the date 1588, 
which was difcovered fince this tapeftry was 
cleaned and refiored. 

^^ The fecond Map has this infcription : ^ Ox- 
onii et Berceriae comitatus locupletati per Fran- 
cifcum Hickes/ The arms here are Sheldon, 
impaling argent fix lioncels rampant fable. This 
comprehends part of Bucks, Herts, Bedford- 
{hire, Middlefex, Wilts, Warwickfliire, North- 
amptonfliire, and other bordering counties. 

'^ The third is intitled, ^ Wigorn. com. lo- 
cupletata, Ric. Hykes,' bordered by part of 
Hereford, Stafford, Northampton, Oxfordfliire, 
and all Warwickfliire, Sheldon here impales 
the quarterings as before, and here is alfo this 
fingle coat, argent a fefs between three Pears 
fable (the arms of the city of Worcefter) , The 
compafs in this exa6Uy refembles that in Sax- 
ton's Kent and other maps. In thefe maps 
the principal county is bounded by a ftrong 
line of red : the principal rivers and flreams 
are marked blue, the hills, clumps of trees, 
and even wind-mills (particulaHy one of the 
latter, which flood within memory before the 
houfe) are expreffed. The names of the coun?- 
ties are in Italic capitals ; thofe of towns, not 
always well fpelt. RoUright has eight pyra« 
midical flones, and a wind-mill. Ricot is re-, 
prefented as a Caflle with feveral towers. If 
thefe maps are not copied from. S^x^Vvcw^ ^fcK^^ 
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large fcale, and minute detail^ is an improve- 
ment on the firft effort of map-making among 
us, and it would be well worth while to com- 
pare them. Nor is this their only merit ; thiey 
are the earlieft fpecimens of tapeftry weaving in 
England, which was firft introduced by Wil- 
liam Sheldon, in the reign of Henry VIII. and 
it is not improbable that he intended to unite 
the memorial of two new difcoveries. The 
fpelling favours of Flemifli artifts." 

To the above defcription by Mr. Goughj 
may be added, that the beacons then exifting 
are reprefented in thefe maps, as are likewife 
the feveral parks and bridges, and of the fatter, 
thofe which are built with ftone are diftin- 
guifhed from thofe which are of wood. Wood- 
ftock park alone, among the many fimilar in- 
clofures in Oxfordfhire and the other coun- 
ties, is reprefented as furrounded with a ftone 
wall. 

The Prize of this room is divided into com- 
partments, in which are inferted Gothic Shields, 
bearing upon them the arms of the Harcourt 
family, from its origin an. 876, with its re- 
fpeftive matches in their proper colours, and 
in genealogical order, alternately with the 
Vernon knot. 

Over the doors are two curious and very an- 
cient whole length piftures of St. Catherine, 
and of a male Saint ; they were the two fold* 
^^ doois efan altar piece. 
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IS^tv^^e^ the 'M4nddws are the arms of- the 
Hon. Horace Walpole, with the date I787> 
the year in whidh the room was built. 

In the two round pannels are the arms of 
Robert Harcourt, Knight of the Garter, in the 
reign of Edward IV. 1463. And thofe of Ro- 
bert his grandfoi^. Knight -of the Bath 1495. 

In each angle of the ceiling is a knight. in 
armour, upon a borfe caparifoned according to 
ancient ufage, reprefenting four of the Har- 
eourts, who by marriage added large eftatet tQ 
the family poffeffions. ' 

Over tl^e door, 
Robert Harcourt, impaling Camville, 1203. 

Oppofite to it, 

W. Harcourt — ^Noel, 1309. 

Left of the windows. Sir Richard Harcourt 
— ^e Quincy*, 1 250. 

Right of ditto. Sir Chriftopher Harcourt— 
Stapletou, I474- 

^ Shields in the Frize, beginning on the left 
as you enter the room. 

1. iBemard the Dane, an. S76. — Sprote de- 
Bourgoyne. * 

a. Torf Laid of Torville— Ertemberg de 
Briquebec, 947. 

i 3^ iVcfaettl Loird of Turcheville— Adeline 
de Montfort, xooi, ^L v / 
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4. Anchetil Lord of HaircOurt-^Eva de Bolf- 
iy le Chartel, 1027. 

5. Robert Lord of Harcovrft-^Colcde d'Ar- 
gouges, 1094. 

6. William Lord of Harcourt— Hue d*Am- 
boife, 1 124. .' 

7. Ivo de Harcoiirt^ feCond ion- 

8. Robert de Harcourt — Ifabel^ daughter and 
heir of Richard de Camville, died laoa. 

9. William de Harcourt-— daughter and co- 
heir of Thomas Noel, ^n. 1309. 

JO. Sir Richard — Arabella, daughter of 
Sayer de Quincy, Earl of Winchefter, living 
1209, 

11. Sir William — Hillaria, daughter of Hen* 
ry Lord Haftingg, died 1278. 

12. Sir Richard — -Margaret, daughter and 
coheir of John Lord Beke, living 1250. 

13. Sir John — Ellen, daughter of Eudo le 
Zouch, died 1330. 

14. Sir Richard— Joan, daughter of Richard 
Lord Grey, of Codnor, died 1349. 

15-r' Sir Thomas — ^Maud, daughter of Robert 
]|^rd Grey, of Rotherfield, died 141 7. 

i6* Sir Thomas — Joan, daughter of Sir Rp^ 
bert Frauncis, died 1460. 

17. Sir Rpbert, K. G.*—Margaiiety daughter 
of Sir John Byron, 1463. 

18. Sir Robert, K. B,—- Agnes, dau^ter of 
Thomas Lymbrake, 
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19. Sir Richard— Editb^ daughter and heir 
of Sir Thomas S. Clare^ died 1487. 

7iO. Sir Chriftopher — Joan, daughter and 
coheir of Sir Miles Stapleton, 1474* 

ai. Sir Simon — Agnes^ daughter of Thoma!( 
Darell, died 1547. 

^2. Sir John— ^Margaret, daughter and co- 
heir of Sir William Barentyne, died 1565. 

33. Sir Simon — Margaret, daughter of Sir 
Edward Afton, died 1577. 

24. Sir Walter — Dorothy, daughter of Wi}- 
liam Robinfon. 

25. Robert — Frances, daughter of GeofTri^y 
Vere, died 1631. . 

0,6. Sir Simon — Anne, daughter of William 
Lord Paget, died 1643. 

27. Sir Philip — Anne, daughter of Sir Wilr 
liam Waller, died 1688. 

28. Simon, Vifcount Harcourt — Rebeqci(, 
daughter of Rev. Thomas Clark, died 17.27.. 

29. Hon, Simon Harcourt — Elizabeth^ 
daughter of John Evelyn, died 1720. 

30. Simon, firft Earl — Rebecca, daughter 
and heir of Charles Samborne le Bafs, died 

1777- 

31. George Simon, fecond Earl — ^Eli^abeth, 

daughter of George Lord Vernon. 



^\v: 
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On the oppofite lide, beginning at the le&» 

Collateral branches married to heirefles. 

Rollo de Harcourt Roefia^ daughter and 

l>eir of WllKani Peverell. 

Simon de Harcourt — Addine, daughter anid 
heir of Ofbert de Arden. 

Sir Robert de Harcourt— Dioniiia, daughter 
and heir of Henry Kpard. 

Sir Henry ^Emcna^ daughter and heir of 

William Mauri fel. . 

Sir Richard — Joan, daughter and heir of Sir 
WiUiam Shafeftmll. 

Michael — — — daughter and heir <3i£ ■ 
Tylney, 

Philip— Elizabeth, daughter and .heir of Ti* 
-ttiothy Woodroffe. 

Simon— Elizabeth, daughter «nd heir of Sk 
^ohard Anderson. 

Henry — Fmnces, daughter and heir of Na*- 
iAiaf»eI Bard. 

Collateral matches of the principal Line. 

Sir William— —Alice, daughter of Allen fe 
Zouch, firft wife. 

Sir J®hn — Alice, daughter of Peter Corbet, 
fecond wife. 

Sir Richard — Eleanor, daughter of Sir Roger 
Lewknor, fecond wife. 

Sir Simon — Grace, daughter of Humphrey 
FJu-Herbcrtf fecond wife. 
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Sir Simon-— Jane, daughter of Sir William 
Spencer, third wife. 

Robert — ^Elizabeth, daughter of John Her- 
bert, firft wife. 

Sir Philip — ^Elizabeth, daughter and heir of 
John Lee, fecond wife. 

Simon, firft Vifcount — ^Elizabeth, daughter 
of Richard Spencer, fecond wife. 

Simon, firft Vifcount — ^Elizabeth, daughter 
of Sir Thomas Vernon, third wife. 



^^^s. 



Earls of Mellent^ 

Roger de Seau 
great grandfon 
the Dane. 

Robert de Beaumont, Earl== Elizabeth, daugl 
of Mellent and Leicefter. | Hugh Earl of Venx 

f 
Robert de Beaumont, Earl=Maud, daughter i 

of Mellent, grandfon to ' ' '^ 

Robert Earl otMellent and 

Leicefter, and fon of Wal- 

leran Earl of Worcefter. 



heir to Reginald 
Cornwall, natural 
King Henry I. 



Robert de Harcourt.=:Joan, daughter, 

leneth heir to Rob 
of Mellent. 




1. : ( 



1 ( 
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Alllancefi with Sovereign Houfes. 

"^hn, fecond Baron of Harcourt^ I2r88— • / 
^^^tes of Lorraine. 

■^ohn, third County 130a— Alicia of Brabant^ 
^tly of Arfcot. 

^ofan^ fifth Count, i353-?-Blanch of Ponthaeu, 
^untefs of Aumalle^ Princefs of Caftile. 

John, fixth Count, 1374 ^Catherine do 

ourbon. 

John, feventh Count, 1380 — ^Mary of Alen- 
on* 

Mary Countefs of Harcourt and Aumalle, in 
ler own right, 1430. great great Grandmother 
)f Henry IV. King of France — ^Anthony of 
Lorraine, Count of Vaudemont. 



THE GARDENS, 

Which (except the north terrace and flower- 
garden) wer^ laid out and planted by Brown, 
contain thirty-eight acres, and from the " 'knoU 
on which the houfe is lituated, command an 
extenfive profpedl over all the intervening flat, 
as far as the towers of Oxford. In another 
dire<^ion, it overlooks the windings of the 
Thames, towards Abingdon* Thefe grand 
views, terminated by the Berkfliire hills and 

, .; . 5.eilpijx'sTours, Vod*!. 
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other rifing gmunds, compofe the diflance, and 
are prelented from different places around the 
hoiife, and- in the pleaftire ground. The ac- 
companiment alfo of noble ti^es on the fore- 
ground, fets off the-diftanfefcenery to great ad- 
vantage.'* 

' In paflitig the arcade on the north fide of the 
houfe, the weft end of the church, the entrance 
to which i» a femi-rotunda of* columns, fup- 
porting a dome, is feen through an opening in 
the trees, and appears like a fmaH'templcj : the 
path then rounds the top of a flope, broken 
with grou]^ <3f trees, over which Riadley, the 
feat of Sir George Bowser, is feen, with the 
church, ahd"^fonie of the fc^ttered hdafes" of 
that village. A grove of elms fiicceeds> which 
rifes to the weft end of the church, and the 
walk is continued through the principal por- 
tico of that beautiful buiWftig 5 it confifts of fix 
large Ionic columns, that fupport a pediment, 
above which a domb rife§ in the cei^tre. It 
was erefted at the fole expencfe of the' late Earl 
Harcourt, who himfelf gave the original de- 
fign, which received a very flight alteration 
from Stuart. The infide ha$ beetx fitted up by 
the prefent Earl: the interior forrri is* fi'mple 
and pleafing : its only ornaments ire two ta- 
blets with the Harcourt arms^^n French ta- 
peftry, another piece of tapeftry of large di- 
menfions, reprefenting the chiefs of the twelve 
tribes of Ifrael^at the Faffover, and a pidlure 
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in the altar piece^ (which was alfo after his de- 
fign,) painted by the Rev. Mr. Mafon : the 
fubje£l^ which is the good Samaritan^ is well 
conceived, and has confiderable merit. In the 
church there is a barrel organ, upon which is 
fet Mr^ Mafon 's mufic for the refponfes to the 
commandments, and his Sunday hymns. The 
adjoining flower-garden was formed by him, 
and he fuggefted the alterations on the north 
terrace ; fo that in a very fmall fpace we have 
fpecimens of his genius in mufic, painting, and 
poetry, of his t^fte in improving the beauties of 
nature, and, what is moft foothing to thofe who 
loved him, a proof that he applied his talents 
to the nobleft purpofe, that of celebrating the 
praifes of Him, from whom he received them. 
This building (lands on the brow of a hill, 
which takes a circular fweep to the right, and 
the grove that has been pafled, occupies the de- 
clivity to the left. In its front the ground 
falls, with inequality of furface, between trees 
towards the meadow : large elms, feathering 
down to the ground, form in the bottom an 
irregular boundary, and the diftance is termi- 
nated by the hill, and part of the village of 
Heddington, The path now proceeds through 
trees, and from it are feen the towers of Ox- 
ford, and the village of Radley. A little far- 
ther on the right, on a feat placed beneath a 
very large and fpreading elm, is the following 
infcription, by Mr, Whitehead, 
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This tree' was planted by a female hand, 

In the gay dawn of rudic beauty's glow ; 
And faft beiide it did her cottage (land, 

Whon age had cloath*d the matron's head with fnow. 
To her, long U8*d to Nature's iimple ways. 

This iingle fpot was happinefs complete ; 
Her tree could (hield her from the noon>tide blaze. 

And from the tempeft fcreen her little feat. 
Here, with her Colin oft the faithful maid 

Had led the dance, the envious youths among : 
Here, when his aged bones in earth were laid. 

The patient matron turned her wheel and fung. 
She felt her lofs ; yet felt it as fhe ought. 

Nor dar'd 'gainft Nature's general law exclaim ; 
But check'd her tears, and to her children taught 

That well known truth, " their lot would be the/ame." 
Tho' Thames before her flow'd, his farther-lhorcs' 
' She ne'er ezplor'd, contented with her own. 
And diftant Oxford* tho* (he faw its towers, 

To her ambition was a world unknown. 
Dkl dreadful tales the clowns from market bear 

Of kings, of tumults, and the courtier train. 
She coldly liften'd with unheeding ear. 

And good Queen Anne, for aught (he car'd, might reign. 
The fun her day, the feafons mark'd her year. 

She toil'd, (he flept, from care, from envy free, 
For what had (he to hope, or what to fear, 

Blefs'd with her cottage, and her fav'rite tree, 
llcar this, ye great, whofc proud po(fe(iions fpread 

O'er earth's rich furface^ to no fpace confin'd ; 

^ This tree is well known to the country people by the name 
of Bab's tree. It was planted by one Barbara Wyat, who was 
fo much attached to it, that on the removal of the village of 
Nunehani*Courtenay, to where it is now built, (he earne(lly 
intreate4 that (he might (till remain in her old habitation. 
Her requeft was complied with, and her cottage not pulled 
4awn till Sifter her death« 
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Ve leara'd in arts, in men. in manners read. 
Who boaft as wide an empire o'er the mind» 

With reverence vifit her auguft domain ; 

To her unletter'd mem'ry bow the knee ; 
* She found that happinefs you feek in vain, 
Blefs'd with a cottage, and a Angle tree. 

The walk now takes a more terracc-liko 
form^ and afcends into a thick groVe^ from 
which there is an opening into a fequeftered 
part of the park ; it continues round the hill % 
iand returns into the fame path ; from a feat 
towards the middle of which, Oxford is feen in 
a particularly advantageous point of view : at 
the entrance of what may be called the church- 
glade^ that building produces its beft effeft : 
the convex form of the ground immediately 
before it, uniting witli a concave fweep, gives 
to the hill a mod pleafing outline; and when 
all the furrounding features are brought into 
one view, from a ftation where every external 
objedl is excluded, the whole forms a (Iriking 
piece of giarden fcenery. The walk now re- 
pafles the portico, defcends to the houfe, and 
is continued round it to the foutb fide of the 

< Frofti the further end of this walk a path diverges leading 
to the Parfonage, which is (ituated upon a bold andj lofty emi- 
nence, commanding a view of Ri^eyover« wsoody bottom, 
of the Thames^ and of Oxford in the diftance ; and tbefe diffei- 
ent obje£b, feen from a hill planted with coppice, are ren- 
idered the more ftrikmg, from tlie eye being confined on the 
left by a ftecp bank, covered mtk woqd» aqd bf dMO^pt fiiii^ed 
wi^ UUh ^ e^oally abrupt, on the ^\^^ .. 
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garden. A broad walkji^between a plantation 
on one (ide, and tufts of (hrubs and detaoked 
trees on the other, is continoed through a 
thick wood, planted on the upper part of a 
lawn that declines toward the meadow ; from 
Itience every diftant objeft is excluded, but it is 
enlivened in one place by a view into the park. 
A little onward is Lady Harcourt*s oak^ which 
is rendered ftriking from the circumftance of 
its far-extended branches refting upon the 
ground. Farther to the left is a highly or- 
namented feat, of the Corinthian order, de- 
figned by Saunders ; beyond it is another oak 
called Whitehead's, near which is an urn de- 
dicated to his memory, with the following in- 
fcription, by Mr. Mafon, upon the pedeftal, 

Harcourt and friend(bip this memorial raife; 

Near to the oak where Whitehead oft reclinM, 
Where all that nature robed by art difpla3rs. 

With charms congenial, footfti*d tit« poUft^d mind. 
Let Fa;(hion's votaries* let the " fons of ^Cf" 

The genius of that xnodell Bard defplfe> 
Who bade difcretion regulate his lyre, 

Studious to pleafe, but fcorning to farprtfe t 
Enough for him, if thofe who (har'd his love 

Through life, who virtue more tbaa ver(e reref^ 
ifere penlive paufe, while cifclix\g jreund the gtov^, 
. And divp the bctrt>paid tribute of a '(ear* 

In a recefs in the plantation on the oppofite 
4ide, is a feat placed tl>ere by the advice of Mr^ 
Jiepton, who firft difcovered the pidtrfelquc 
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view, from that point. From the eminence 
upon which the urn is placed, the eye com* 
mands a pC(^pe£l of Oxford, A«d of ^he Thames 
that flows through the intervening valley he- 
low, of Radley, witji the woods beyond it, and 
of Abingdon and the Berkfliire hills. Farring- 
don hill, with the clump of trees upon its fum- 
mit, is diftinfUy feen At the jdiflance of eigh- 
teen miles : to the left, the ground falls ab- 
ruptly into a glen in the park, but imniediately 
rifes into a brow covered with oaks, which in 
the diftant view of them form a roafs, yet fo 
detached^ as on a nearer approach to (hew the 
turf beneath them. The walk now returns to- 
ward the houfe, through a clofer part of the 
plantation ; on the left there is a narrow open- 
ing that admits a view over the uad^wood j 
and the trees ©n the forc-rgrotmd, apparently 
uniting with a clump in the garden below, 
lead the eye to other mafles of wood, till it 
reaches Oxford, which is frasned by the trees 
and fhrubs through which it is ieen. A little 
farther, the profpe6t in front is viewed beneath 
the branches of detached acacias, from a treiU 
Ijige feat covered with rofes and honey fucktes; 
Hnd the path, after being carried through a very 
thick aod clofe pai^t of the plantation, unites 
with the upper walk. 
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THE FLOWER GARDEN 

Has no vifible connexion with the pleafure- 
ground : the entrance is from the path which 
afcends toward the churchy beneath the pedi- 
ment of a Doric gate^ on which the following 
I*entence from J. J. RouiTeau^ fo beautifully al- 
lufive to the world of flOwers, is infcribed : *^ Si 
TAuteur de la nature eft grand dans les grandea 
chofes^ il eft tres grand dans les petites/^ 
Fronting the gate, and backed by a mafs of 
ihrubs, is a buft of Flora, with the following 
infcription : 

Here fprings the Violet all hew^i 
, And fre(h Perwinke riche of hew4 1 
And Flouris yalowe, white, and red« 
Such plenti grew ther ner in mede : , 
Full gai is all the grounde, and queint 
And poudfid, as tAen had it peint, 
"With many a frcfli and fondry Floure 
That caftin up full gode favoure* 

A gravel \^alk inclofed with flirubs leads to 
the rights when a view foon opens dn the left 
to an irregular (lope^ cnridhed with tufts of 
flowefs^ feeri beneath the branches of trees : 
a wide fjjreading elm, whofe boughs touch 
the ground^ is a kind of central objeft* The 
walk then continues between detached trees, 
tilJ the eye is confined oix evllver fide by a 
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thick ihrubbery, that unites to the right with 
a plantation in the park : on a . riling bank is 
a ilatue of Uebe^ with the foUpwing infcrip« 
tion : 

Hebe> from thy ctip dWine, 
Shed, O ihed I nedbveotti dewf , 
Here o'er Nature's living ihrine, 
Th' immortal drops diffttfei 
Here while every bloom*t difplay'd^ 
Shining hit in vernal pride. 
Catch the coloun ere they fade, 
And check the green blood's ebbing tide. 
Till jrouth eternal like thine own prevail. 
Safe from the night's damp wingi or day's infidious gale. 

W. Whitiheao. 

The path now becomes narrower^ and pafles 
through an arched rock covered with ivy, 
which is deligned in imitation of a natural ca* 
vem. On one fide on a piece of marble^ are 
thefe lines from Milton's Comus ; 

Muling Meditation moft afie^ 
The penfive fecrecy of defert cell. 

And Wifdom's felf 
Oft feeks to fweet retired Solitude, 
Where with her beft nurfe. Contemplation, 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings. 
That in the various buftle of refort 
Were all too ruffled, and fometimes impaired. 

The front of the grotto is partially concealed 
by ivy and other creeping plants, and through 
an opening before it is caught a glimpfe of the 
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garden. On a long flanting fione, which ap- 
pears to be the itnooth part of a crag^ is thre 
fbllomng infcription, to the memory of Walter 
Clark, florift, by Mr. Whitehead. 



On hill), wholie iTcrjr foul was here, 

Whofe duteous, careful, conftant toil 
Has varied with the varying; year. 

To make this gay proftidon finile> 
Whofe harttilefs life, in filent flow. 

Within thefe cireling (hades has pafs'd. 
What happier death could heaven beftow. 

Than in thefe ihades to breathe his laft ? * » 
Twas bese he fitU : nor £» removed 
> Has e^rth received him in her breaft, 
Still fail beiide the fcenes he lov*d. 

In holy ground his reliques refl. 
&ch clamb'ring woodbine, flaunting rofe. 

Which round yon Bower he taught tl> waiw« 
yi'itti eiiery fragrant briar that biowvy 

Shall lead a. wfeath. to bind his ^v*. 
Each village matron^ village maid. 

Shall with chafte fingers chaplets tye, 
Due honours to the rural dead. 

And emblems of mortaUty* 
Each village fwam that pafl^s by 

A iigh (hall to his mem'ry give^ 
For fure his death demands a iigti, 

Whofis life inA»u^ them Itow to Inve* 
If rpirits walk, as fabtmg age 

Relates to childhood'^s wond'rinfg cafr, 
Full oft does fancy dare prefage. 

Shall Walter's faithfiil (hade be here ; 
Athwart yon glade, at nightV pale nc(cia 

Full oft (ball glide with bufy feet. 
And by the glimmerings of the moon 

Jl^rifittjarhbeJov'd retreat 1 . --^ 



[ SB } 

Perhaps the talks on earth he knew 

Refume, corrca the gadding fpray, 
Brufh from ihc plants the fickly dew. 

Or chafe the noxious worms away. 
The burfting flirubs (hall gladlier grow, 

No midnight blafts the flowers (hall fear. 
And many a fair eflfea (hall (how 

At mom, that Walter has been here. 
Nay, e\cry morn in times to come. 

If quainter ringlets curl^ the (hade^ 
If richer breezes breathe perfume. 

If ibfter fwell the verdant glade ; 
If neatnefs charm a thoufand ways. 

Till nature almoft art appear. 
Tradition's conftant, fav*rite phrafe 

Shall be, " Poor Walter has been here !" 

From this fpot there is another opening into 
the interior part of the garden, and oppofite t<» 
it a buft of J. J. Rouffeau, with an infcription 
by Sir Brook Boothby, Bart. 

ROUSSEAU. 

Say, is thy honeft heart to Virtue warm | 
Cta. Genius animate thy feeling Breaft ! 
Approach, behold this venerable Form, 
Tis Rou(feau9 ^^^ ^hy Bofom fpeak the reft. 

The walk then winds to the left, where a ru<fe 
and romantiu elm over-canopies a bench. The 
temple of Flora is the next objeft ; it is after a 
deiign of a Doric portico at Athens : in the 
centre of the baek wall is a medallion of Flora, 
from the antique, in white marble, with the 
following infcription from ArioAo : 
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Vaghi bofchetti di foavi Allori, 
Di Palme, e d*ameniiiime Mortelle, 
Cedri ct Aranct, c'havean firutti c fiori, 
Contefti in varie forme e tutte bclle> 
Faccan riparo a i fervidi calori 
Dc* giorni eftivi con lor fpcfle ombrelle : 
E fra quel rami con ficuri voli 
Cantando fe ne giano i Roifignoli. 

On one fide is a buft of Faunus, and on the 
other that of Pan, with the following infcrip- 
tiont* 

Faunufi would oft, as Horace iingS| 

Delighted with kis rural feats, 

Forfake Arcadia's groves and fpringSi 

For fofc Lucretile's retreats. 

'Twas beauty charm'd, what wonder the^^ 

Enamour'd of a fairer fcene. 

The changeful God (hould change agala^ 

And here for ever fit his reign ! 

W. WaiTsniAtt* 

Here univerfal Pan. 
Knit with the Graces, and the Hours ia dance^ 
Leads on tb' eternal fpring. Miltok* 

It is placed on a gentle rife, from which there 
is an inclining glade, terminated by a cinerary 
wn, ere£ted to the memory of Mr. Mafon : 

** The Poet's feeling, and the Painter's eye,** 
In this thy lov'd retreat, we plcas'd defcry : 
Ah Mafon 1 in the fcene thy fancy dreft. 
Oft {hall the figh of forrow hca\c the bieafL, 
Oft recolle6tion pi6lure to the mmd 
The various talents thsit in thee Yfeieio\tfA\ 
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And while thy loftj genius well maj claims 
The biighteft' guerdon from the hand of fame. 
Thy (imple manners, that difdainM all art. 
The genuine piety that warm*d thy heart, 
Thy fteady friend(hip, juftly might require 
Numbers like thofe that once inform'd thy lyre * 
Ah firuitlefs wi(h ! for ever mute that ftrain. 
And ** Numbers worthy thee" we aik in vain. 

The urn is placed In a kind of recefs, overflia- 
dowed by the drooping branches of a large 
fpruce-fir. This glade is formed by an irregu- 
lar Jine of the beds of flowers and (hrubs on 
either fide^ with fingle Swedifh junipers^ which 
have the effeft of cyprefles, projefting before 
them. From the temple^ the path bends to the 
Tight, between large elms, and then reaches the 
bower, which was defigned by Mr. Mafon for 
that particular i^ot. The front confifls of three ' 
unequal arches; it is covered with climbers, and 
being painted green, both infide and out, is in* 
tended to convey the idea of a bower formed by 
the {hrubs. On either fide are bufts of Venus 
and Apollo, with the following infcriptions. 

Buft of VENUS. 

Thee, Goddefs, thee the clouds and tempefts fear. 

And at thy pleating prefence difappear: 

For thee the land in fragrant flowers it dicis'd. 

DryoeNj from Lucretius. 



Buft of APOLLO. 
X4icido DiO| pcf cuv V K^ ti<dt&cit. 
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Within is a caft of Cupid and Pfydxe, frtmi the 
antique^ v\ath this infcription^ over the middle 
arch : 

Fair Quiet, have I found thee hue, 

VTith Innocence thy filler dear I 

Miftakeo long, I fought thee tl^n. 

In bufy companies of Men. 

Your facred Plants, at length I know, 

VTUl only in retirement grow. 

Society is all but rade. 

To xhis delietous Solitude, 

Where all the flowers and trees do clofe 

To weave the Garland of Repofe. 

The walk flow bends to the left, wheref on fi 
banJii between two beeches U a buft of Prior. 

Baft of PRIOR. 

See. Friondy in (ome f&w fleeting hourt. 

See yonder what a change is made 1 
Ah me X thet)looming pride of May, 

And that ef beauty, are bttt one ^ 
At morn, both flouriih, bright and gay. 

Both fade at evening, pale and gone. 

The path, as it defcends, takes a bolder fweep, 
and within a recefs in the fhrubbery is an ura 
placed upoa an altar^ oa which is the follow- 
ing infcri|xdofi^ by Mr. Whitehead. 

Sacred to the memory of Frances Poole, Vifcountefs Pal- 

meriion. 

Here (hall o^r ling^rkig fee^^ps oft be fooai. 
This h her /brine, and confecrates the groufid. 
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Httt liiriti^ fWeets aft>uttd her idt&r Hfby 
And bicathe perpetutl inoenfe to ths ikiei^ 

Here too the thoughtlefs and the young maj tread, 
"Who (hun the drearier maniions of the dead ; 
May here be taught what worth the world has known« 
Her wit, her fenfe, her virtues were her own ; 
To her peculiar — and for ever loft 
To thofe who knew, and therefore lov'd her moft. 

O ! it kind Pity fteal on Virtue's eye, 
Check not the tear, nor ftop the ufeful iigh ; 
From foft Humanity's ingenuous flame, 
A wifli may rife to emulate her fame. 
And fome faint image of her worth reftore. 
When thofe, who now lament her, are no more. 

The Confervatory next appears; orange trees 
of variouSv kinds are planted in the ground; 
and during the fummer;^ the front, (ides, and 
roof of the building are removed, the back 
wall is covered with a treiUage, againft which 
are planted exotic jeflamines, &c. 

This garden contains no more than an acre 
and half of ground ; but fuch is the irregularity 
of its form and furface, the difpoiition of its 
{hrubs and flowers, and the condu£l of the fur- 
rounding path, that it appears very confidera- 
biy larger than it really is : in defcription it 
may appear overcharged with artificial orna- 
ments, but they are fo placed as to be feeo 
only in unexpe£led fucceffion. A ftower-gar* 
den being profefledly a work of art, admits of 
all the embellithment that art can bellow. 
But tafle alone could not have formed this 
fpot, in which fo much of invention and 
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fancy is difpUyed^ that it is apparent the^ ge- 
nius of poetry mud have affifted in the compo- 
fition 8. . 

< Mr. Repton, in his very ingenious and inftrudive work/ on 
the Theory and Pra£lice of Landfcape Gardening, obfervcsy 
that *' the flower-garden at Nuneham, without being fonnal, 
is highly enriched, but not too ffluch crowded with feats, tem- 
ples, ftatues, or other ornaments, which bein'g works of art, 
beautifblly harmonize with that profulion of flowers and curious 
plants, which diftftiguifh the flower-garden from nataral land- 
fcape, although the walks are not in ftraight lines." 
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POEMS, 



WRITTEN AT NUNBHAM. 



LINES, 

Left in the Flower- Garden, by the late Dn 
Bacon, Author of the Snipe, 8cc. 

Could Milton be reftor'd td fight, 

He might at good Lord Nufieham's ooft 

Set here, with exquiiite delight, 
The Paradife, His Adam Loft. 

To Walter Clark, 
By the Hon. Horace Walpole, 1^73. » 

Your pinks and tulips live an hoar> 
A fortnight bounds your utmoft pow'n, 
Flora, the niggiird Goddefs, pays 
With fliort-liv*d joys the toil of days. 
But, Walter Clark, your happy lot 
Is fallen in a fairer fpot: 
A Mufe has dcign*d to view ydlir bbw'r. 
And ftslmpt iinmortal every flow'r ; 
Her breath new perfumes can difclofe. 
Her touch impr6v^ the damafk tofe : 
And ages hence, the buds you raife 
Shall bloom, ih Nuneham's ^ living lays. 
The lilies of the field, that ftiond 
iVith brighter blaze than Solomon, 
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Shall beg to quit their rural ftations» 
To mix with Walter Clark's carnations. 

To Gratitude, left in the Grotto in the 
Flower-Gankny 1776. 

Goddefs, to thee we confecrate this Grot, 

Here fix thy throne, and WeA tfae^arour'd fpot ; 

What though we deck with wreaths fair Flora's bawer. 

And hail with tuneful fonj;s. the Qelian power. 

To Pan, to Faunus, rural altars raife, 

And .bid the Cyprian ihripe with incejafe bl^e^ 

Give to the Sage the honour due, pr raourn 

With pioUs friendfhip o*cr yon ikcred Urn ; 

Yet ftill, bright Nympjfci, be ihiue the yi9JXX^ praifCn 

The fweeteft ^tlmdst and the foftell lays. 

Come, with thy glo^wii^g check, thy tcarfuj eye. 
Thy fmile half check'd, ti\y foul diiiblvlag (igh ; 
Thy faultering voice, thy throbbing heart, and teach 
Virtues, which only thou haft power to reach. 

To Oberon, ■wirittcn in the Flower-Gartlen, 

1777- , . 

Oh thou, whom with thy airy ^rain 

Our Shakefpear fung in wildeft ftrain ; 

Sweet Oberon, once more to thee 

A foppliant mortal bends the ^nee : 

If (as 'tis faid) thy magic powers 

Extend o'er herbs, and plants, and flowers ; 

Ah vifit this enamel'd ground. 

And wave thy f^iry wand around j 

Bid every noxious vapour fly, 

With balmy ecphyrs warm the (ky \ 

Clofe every bud of baleful hue, 

Ahd purify the evening dew. 

That rofe lip'd health with frolic mien, 

Like thee mty trdi^il^B pUclqd greeny 
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And bring with- her the liont's >faeft imfiwrf • 

Calm delight and fociai pleaiiut; 

And if there be yet a bleffing 

Worth deiiringy worth pofBsfli]^, 

Gentle Spirit^ let thy power 

Charm it to this flagrant bower ; 

And fhea command thy Elfin bands 

To clip Time's wings, and bind his haadSj 

That every joy may ling'rUig ftay, 

Nor dread his fcytfae's too powerful fway. 

So may bright Cynthia's iilver ray 
Illume the niMm of fairy day ; 
S6 may no ftcp or eye prophane 
Difturb the revels of thy train ; 
So may each blooming flower diffbfiBy 
For thee, its moft ne6bireous dews ; 
And bees their honied tribute biiag 
To Oberon, the Fairy King. 



On the improvements at Nuneham-Cqurlenayj 
by Mr. Whitehead, 1781. 

Dame Nature the goddef8,t)ne rery bright day 

In drolling through Nunefiam, met Brown «n the W9f } 

And blefs me, (he iaid, with an infolent fneer, 

I wonder that fellow will dare to come here. 

"What more than I did, has your impudence plann'd ? 

The lawn, wood, and water, are all of my hand % 

In my very beft manner, with Themis's fcales, 

1 lifted the hills, and I fcoopM out the vales ; 

With Sylvan's own umbrage I grac'd every bfow ; 

And pour'd the rich Thames through ^e meadows bdow » 

I grant it, he cried $ to your fov'reign oommaad 
I bow as I ought-*Gent)e Lady, your hand ; 
The weather's inviting, fo let usstnoye on { 
You know what you did, and now fee what I've done. 
I with gratitude own you have reafon to plead. 
That to thefe happy fcencs yoa Wcrt botlatcoi» indeed 9 
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KI7 lovely* materials were msny and great 4 

(For fometimes, you know, I'm oblig'd to create }) 

But fay in return, my adorable dame. 

To all you fee here, can you lay a juft claim ? 

Were there no (lighter parts, which you finilh'd in hafte> 

Or left, like a friend, to give fcope to my tafte ? 

That fweet flowing outline', that fteals from the view. 

Who drew o'er the furface, did I, or did you ? 

The foft undulations both diftant and near. 

That heave frpm the lawns, and yet fcarcely appear ?. 

(So bends the ripe.harveft the breezes beneath. 

As if earth was in flumber, and gently took breath.) 

Who thinn'd, and who group'd, and who fcatter*d thofc 

trees ? 
Who bade the flopes fall with that delicate eafe. 
Who cafl them in (hade, and who plac*d them in light, 
Who bade them divide, and who bade them unite ? 
The ridges are melted, the boundaries gone : 
Obferve all thefe changes, and candidly own 
I have cloth'd you when naked, and, when overdreft* 
1 have ftripp*d you again to your boddice and veft, 
ConcealM ev'iy blemi(h, each beauty difplay*d, 
As Reynolds would pi6iure fome exquifite maid. 
Each fpirited feature would happily place^, 
And ffaed o*er the whole inexpreffible grace. 

One queftion remains. Up the green of yon (leep, , 
Who threw the bold walk with that elegant fweep ? 
— ^There is littk to fee, till the fummit yrc gain ; 
Nay, never draw back, you may climb without pain> 
And, I hope will perceive how each obje6^ is caught. 
And is lofl in exa6lly the point where it ought. 
That gfound of your moulding is certainly fine ; 
Bat the fwell of that knoll, and tbofe openings are mine% 
The profpe6l, wherever beheld, muft be good, 
But has ten times its charms, when 3rou burft from this wood* 
A wood of my planting. The Goddefs cried* Hold ! 
'Tis grown very hot, and 'tis grown very cold : 
She fann'd, and (he (hudder'd, (he cough'd, and (he fnecz'd, 
itidin'd to be aogryjr iaclui'd to be pleas'd, 

Half 
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Half linil'd, and half pouted^then tum'd from the riew. 
And dropp*d him a curtfey, and bluihing withdrew. 

Yet foon recolledling her thoughts as fhe pafs'd, 
*' I may have my revenge on this fellow at laft ; 
" For a lucky conjeflure comes into my head, 
** That whatever he has done, and whate'er he has faid, 
*' The world's little malice will balk his deiign ; 
'* Each fault they'll call his, and each excellence mine." 

Inscription 

Tor the pedeflal of the vafe in the Flower- 
Garden^ near which Walter Clark died fud« 
denly, 17845 written by Mr. Mafon the fame 
year, ■ - 

Here died the village fwain, whofe hourly care 

Taught this gay fcene with richeft bloom to fmile, 
Fiird with frefh fragrance thrb* the varying year,^ 

And but with life re(ign*d his willing toil. 
To his memorial facred be the lay ! 

Read it, ye proud, with no faflidious eye. 
But learn, with Harcourt's gratitude, to pay 

The tribute due to honeft induftry. 

SOJ^NET 

On the death of the Rev. William Mafon^ 
1797, by the Rev. George Richards. 

It was my hope, departed bard, when June 

Had fiird with fragiance this delightful fpot, ' 
To meet thee in the cool and iilent grot. 

Thy (helter from the fummer's fultry noon. 

But thou art gone, and never more wilt flray 
Beneath the fragrant lime and lofty plane. 
Plants by thy claffic tafte difpos'd. In vain 

We place the urn, or frame the votive hty. 

For all the fcene recalls thee : the green bower> 
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The grot, the flowery tufts, and cyprefs glade. 
With forms of bard or fage, half hid in ihade> 
Wonder of noble minds : at length thy hour 
Hath come: and, leaving now the human race. 
Thou tak*ft among immortal bards thy place. 

Ode, 
To the memory of the Rev. William Mafon^ 
Written in the Flower- Garden, I787, 
By Sir Brooke Boothby, Bart. . 

'Thefe roieate bbwers, thefe fun-bright gTades^ 

A Poet's eye deiignM ; 
Bade yon dark paths through tufted (hades 

In leafy labjrrinths wind : 
He found undreil the mftic child 
Of lovely form, negle^d, wild. 
And modeft weeds, well-fuited gave, 
Ko art conceals her genuine face. 
Her airy ftep, her iimple grace. 
No pedant jrules eaflave. 

Here the gay warbler fwells his throat. 

Rejoicing in the fpring ; 
Tunes to his mate the love-taught note. 

Or woos on traniient wing ; 
Here Queen of Nature's fkireft reign, 
?leas*d Flora leads her laughing train, 
Freih from the dewy lap of May : 
Or wrapp'd in firagrant (lun^r l|e9> 
Or waking fpreads her golden eyes. 
To drink the orient ray. - 

With all the pride of fummer crown'd. 

This little Eden glows ; 
And memory o'er the hallow'd ground 

A mellower luftre throNKsi 
Friends, wjbo to weep his lofs remain. 
And yo}xxh% eoamout'd of hU ftmn 
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To Mafon's fhrine by foncy led. 
Oft in yon (hadow^ cat6 sird (toy. 
Oft picing il6w thefe alleys green^ 
With foft and penfive tread. 

Oft at high noon, the liftening ear, 

"While ftillnefs breathes around» 
Aerial harpings feems to hear. 

Of more than mortal found ; ' 
When evening (beds her grateful gloom. 
To bend upon this vacant tomb. 
Sweet melancholy fleals along. 
Sighs to the breeze in murmurs low. 
Or pours a deeper note of woe 
On Philomel's fad fong. 

Bleft Poet, of a happier age ! 

Though mute thy tuneful lay. 
Long (hall furvive thy facred page 

Beyond life's litile.day i 
Smote by rude time, in tangles torn 
When thefe forfaken groves (hall moiim> 
No more refponfive to thy praife 
Thy moral pure, thy lofty (train. 
Shall o'er the maddening paffions leign, 
The foul to virtue raife. 



Lines written at Nuneham^ 
By Mr. Edward Jemingham, i8o(J. 

Nature one day, foft-fmiling, faid to Grace, 
•• With me thefe hills, that lawn, that valley trace.** 
Grace bow'd to Nature's voice, and arm in arm 
They pais'd along, and fcattei'd many a charm* 
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I^SCRIt»TION 

For an Urn at the termination of the Terrace, 

i8o5. 

Remembrance ! thou haft many a (hrine around^ 
But be not here, tieyond thy limits found. 
To fadden the repofe we feck, and heave 
The bofom, care might now a moment leave. 
To Nature, to the Dryad of yon tree, 
Arife this ura, from thine encroachments free r 
And let their happier, their benigner fway. 
Charm the luU'd heart, with what the eyes furvey. 
Charm with the woodland's odour, (hade, and fongs» 
Nor wake one thought, to which a (igh belongs. 
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ADDITION AND OMISSIONS. 






LINESi 

Written Oatober 5, r8o5. 
By the Rev. George Richards. 

Ah ! deareft Mufe, whofe carol gay 

Hath brightcnM ^*n my finmner's way ; 

No more we roam through Nuneham's wood^ 

Kor iing by I&' claffic flood ; 

Thofe fccnes where pafs*d our happier hours^ 

Thofe lovely fcenes^ no more arc ours. 

Deceiiiber fiotims mutl roll awayt 
And fummer funs illume the day^ 
Ere again, delightful power. 
By Whitehead's oak, or Mafon's bower, 
VTe bid the fong in rapture rife ^ 

To H^court's flowery Paradlfe. 

Yes, fweeteft maid, again thy (hell 
Shall found along each vocal dell ; 
Again from yonder elmy brow . 
Shall thy fprightly meafures flpw { 
AAd, reclin'd by liis' ftream. 
Thy poet wait the infpiring dream. 

Now far we go— yet wake the wire 
To drains which gratitude iafpire, 
Hot focial hours by Fancy cheer'd. 
For joys by Friendihip's fmile endcar'd^ 
Ere fade the difappearing view. 
Ah turn^ and breathe a warm adieu. 
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OmiJJiom in ikef C&talogue of 

PiSures. 

Page iCi, (Ante Room.) 
A Holy Family, by Albano. 

Page ct6, (South Corridor.) 

Over one door, Anne, eldeft daughter of Si- 
mon firft Vifcount Harcoiirt, wife to John Bar- 
low, Efq. of Slibech in Penibroke(hire> by 
Kneller. 

Over the other, Elizabeth, daughter of the 
Hon. Simon Harcourt, in a Hungarian drefs, 
by Zeeman. 

The drawing of J. J, Roufieau's houfc is by 
Smith, 
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